HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

of which, a striking similarity  may be perceived between
the Indian and Greek systems.    Let us consider only the
several mouldings which enter into the composition of pedestal
bases.   They are : (a) Updna (b) Campa (c) Gald> cantha,
griva or candkara (d) Uttara (e) Vajina (f) Prativajina
(g) Pattica (h) AHnga (i) Antarita (j) Cumuda (k) Padma
(1) C&pota etc.    The moulding called Padma (lit lotus) is
supposed to resemble a petal of that flower.   [This moulding
forms the principal ornament of Indian Architecture].    In
some specimens, this moulding is placed at the bottom or
base of the column and looks very much like apopkyge or ogre
of the Ionic or Corinthian orders.    Sometimes it is made
exactly like an ovolo of the Western architects.    A capota is
a section of the moulding made in the form of a pigeon's head
from which it takes its name.   The beak of the bird is so
placed as to serve the purpose of a spout to throw off the
water (vide Manas^ra, Chapters xiii and xiv). In this respect
it resembles in some measure, the Corona of the Grecian order.
In the same way, Vetruvius supposed that the Greeks invented
the various orders of architecture to typify the different sexes
and ages of mankind ; that the Ionic volutes were in imitation
of female curls and that the bases of pillars represented the
modes of shoeing, peculiar to those times.    In a corresponding
manner, on some of the Egyptian columns may be seen re-
presented the whole plant of lotus, palm or papyrus, whose
calyx flower or tuft of leaves bound together at the pinnacle,
form the capital.    Nearly all the flowers and leaves, peculiar
to Egypt, will be found copied here, frequently exhibiting
all the most   delicate  and  minute parts,  such  as  petals,
capsules, pistils and seeds ; not only the shape but the colour
of these leaves and flowers has been faithfully portrayed (vide
Perrot and Chipiez,  "History of Ancient Egyptian  Art").
Pelzoni moreover conjectures that the shape of the rocks in
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